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THE 


CASE 


OF    THE 


University  of  Edinburgh, 

With  refpeft  to  their  Right  of  choofing 
a  Member  to  the  General  Afiembly. 


Principal  of  the  College, 
and  the  other  Profeflbrs  of  the 
Univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  being 
informed,  that  there  was  a  De- 
£  gn  of  depriving  the  General 
Afiembly  of  the  Afliftance  of 
fo  ufeful  a  Member  as  Profef- 
for  Hamilton,  who  had  more  than  once  moderat 
ed  in  the  Afiembly  with  great  Approbation,  and 
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had  been  very  lately  before  one  of  the  Com- 
miffioners  from  the  Church  to  his  Majefty ;  did 
conveen  in  Faculty  on  the  4th  of  April  1719, 
and  ele&ed  him  to  be  their  Reprefentative  in  the 
Aflembly,  which  was  indited  to  meet  the  i4th 
of  May  thereafter:  His  Commiffion  was  fubfcri- 
bed  by  Principal  Wijhart,  Mr.  Law,  Mr.  Scott, 
Mr.  Dunlop,  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Drummond,  and 
Mr.  Dundas.  This  they  did  in  Obedience  to 
the  Ads  of  the  General  Aflembly,  appointing 
Univerfities  to  fend  up  Reprefentatives,  with 
Certification ;  and  to  teftify  that  Refpecft  to  Pro- 
feflbr  Hamilton,  which  his  Collegues  are  bound 
on  many  /  ccounts  always  to  pay  him. 

In  this  Affair  they  were  fo  far  from  being  L 
vers  of  Strife  and  Contention,  or  fond  of  difput- 
ing  with  their  honourable  Patrons,  which  hath 
been  afferted  publickly,  where  they  had  not  Ac- 
cefs  to  anfwer  for  themfelves,  that  they  may  be 
afraid  of  being  blamed  for  a  not  very  honourable 
Love  of  Peace.  For  tho  they  always  declared, 
that  as  it  was  the  Univerfity  which  is  reprefented 
in  the  General  Aflembly  ;  fo  the  Right  of  chu- 
fing  their  Member  could  only  be  in  the  Principal 
and  Profeflbrs;  and  that  they  thought  it  unrea- 
fonable  and  undecent,  that  the  Principal,  with 
Ten  Profeflbrs,  or  Twelve  at  moft,  fhould  be 
joyned~with  the  whole  Town  Council,  which 
confiftsof  Two  or  Three  and  thirty  Members, 
be  feated  on  a  Form  behind  their  Backs,  and  be 
called  in  the  Rolls  after  the  D— c — n  of  the 
B~n*-t  M — k—rs :  Yet  fo  averfe  were  they  to 
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do  any  Thing  that  might  dilpleafe  their  Patrons, 
that  they  urged  them  again  and  again  to  follow 
their  own  Method,  promifing  to  concur  with 
them,  and  to  drop  the  Commiffion  fubfcribed 
by  the  Principal  and  Matters  ,•  and  the  worthy 
and  honourable  Citizen  Robert  Craig,  then  one 
of  the  Magiftrates,  and  now  a  Member  of  the 
Aflembly  from  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh, 
moved  more  than  once  in  Council,  that  the 
Matters  of  the  Univerfity  fliould  be  defired  to 
joyn  with  the  Town-Council  in  ele&ing  a  Mem 
ber  for  the  Aflembly,  and  entred  a  Proteft  when 
his  Motion  was  refufed.  At  laft  they  were  warn 
ed  ,-  but  the  next  Day  they  were  advertifed, 
that  the  Meeting  was  adjourned  to  that  Day  eight 
Days,at  which  Time  the  Principal,attended  by  all 
the  Matters,  almoft  to  a  Man,  went  to  the  Tavern^ 
next  Door  to  the  Council-Houfe,  where,  after 
having  waited  for  a  Call  more  than  an  Hour,  they 
were  acquainted  by  two  of  the  Magiftrates, 
that  the  Council  was  to  make  no  Election. 
They  purfued  Peace  yet  further,  byfendingtwo 
of  their  Number,  the  Day  immediately  before 
the  Meeting  of  the  Aflembly,  to  intreat  the  then 
Lord  Provoft  to  call  the  Council,  and  to  aflure 
him  they  were  willing  to  concur  with  him,  and 
to  withdraw  their  own  Commiffion,  hoping  that 
the  General  Aflembly  would  overlook  the  In 
formality,  with  refped  to  the  Time  of  Eleftt- 
on  :  But  all  this  was  to  no  purpofe.  So  being 
forced  by  the  laft  Neceffity,  they  made  Ufe  of 
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fcheir  undifputed  Right,  and  gave  in  their  Com- 
million  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Aflembly. 

From  this  plain  Relation  of  the  Matter,  it  is 
evident  that  the  Univerfity  did  feek  Peace,  and 
purfue  it ;  and  that  the  Charge  of  being  factious 
and  undutiful  to  their  honourable  Patrons,  is 
groundlefs  and  falfe. 

My  Lord  Provoft  protefled  in  the  General 
'Aflembly,  That  Mr.  Hamilton  could  not  be  al 
lowed  to  fit  and  vote  in  the  Aflembly,  becaufe 
he  was  chofen  by  the  Matters  of  the  College, 
without  the  Town-Council.  The  Aflembly  re 
mitted  the  Affair  to  the  Committee  for  exa 
mining  Comrniffions ;  and  the  Univerfity  gave 
in  the  following  Anfwers  to  that  Committee. 


AN- 


ANSWERS 

FOR 

•',;      The   Univerfity, 


T    O 


My  Lord  Proyoft's    Proteft. 

IT  was  with  the  utmoft  Concern,  that  wo 
heard  my  Lord  Provoft,  in  Name  of  the 
Council  of  Edinburgh,  enter  a  Proteft  a- 
gainft  the  Eledion  we  had  made  of  the 
Reverend  Profeffpr  Hamilton,  to  reprefent  the 
Univerfity  of  Edinburgh  in  the  General  Aflem- 
bly.  The  Honour  that  we  juftly  have  for  our 
Patrons*  the  Satisfaction  we  ihould  find  in  their 
Favourable  Sentiments  of  us,  and  the  Advantages 
of  Peace  and  a  good  Correfpondence  with  them, 
made  it  always  our  fmcere  Inclination  to  do  no 
thing  on  our  Part  that  might  be  difrefpedful  to 
cur  ^Superiors,  or  give  a  reafonable  Handle  to 
difturb  that  Quiet  which  we  had  fo  many  Argu 
ments  to  maintain:  But  it  affords  us  a  fenfible 
Pleafure.  that  we  are  fully  convinced,  that  as  to 
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the  prefent  Affair  of  the  Profetfbr's  Commiflion 
we  have  follicitoufly  endeavoured  to  fhun  any 
Occafion  of  a  Difference,  have  purfued  Peace 
in  whatever  Shape  we  could  hope  to  find  it,  and 
for  that  End  have  made  all  the  Advances  which 
we  could  think  confiftent  with  a  neceffary  Vin 
dication  of  our  juft  Rights,  with  the  Obedience 
we  owe  to  the  exprefs  A&s  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly,    and  that  inviolable  Regard  we  hope 
jhall  be  always  paid  by  us  to  the  Authority  of 
the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  the  Divine  as  well 
as  humane  Title  the  fupreme  Judicature  of  it 
hath  finally  to  determine  Ecclefiaftical  Matters 
?n^Par;jCu^ly  to  order  every  Thing  which  re 
lates  to  the  Choice  of  its  own  Members 

That  the  Reverend  Committee  may  have  a 
lull  View  of  every  Thing  that  may  tend  to  give 
ajuft  Notion ,  of  the  Election  protefted  againfl, 
we  ftall  lay  before  them  what  we  conceive  to 
be  plain  and  unihaken  Foundations  of  our  Rieht 
and  then  we  mail  make  feme  Remarks  upon  the 
Obr>3ions  brought  againft  our  Commiflion  in 
my  Lord  Provofts  Proteft,  which  we  hope  will 
make  the  Cafe  very  evident. 
'   It  would  be  giving  needlefs  Trouble  to  the 
Committee  to  prove,  that  by  a  Train  of  A&s  of 
Aflembly,  all  our  Univerfities,  and  amongft  o- 
thers  that  of  Edinburgh,  have  an  evident  Right 
to  fend  a  Member  to  the  Aflembly.    Since  this 
is  too  plain  to  be  difputed,  nor  does  the  Proteft 
call  it  in  queftion  •  The  only  Thing  to  be  clear 
ed  then  is,  What  Ihould  be  underftood  by  the 
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Univerfity  of  Edinburgh  in  thefe  A&sof  Afiem- 
bly,  where  it  is  ordained  to  make  Choice  of  a 
Perfon  to  reprefent  them  in  the  fupreme  Church 
Judicature  ?  Whether  the  Subfcribers  of  Mr* 
Hamilton*  Commiffion,  with  the  other  Profef- 
fors,  may,  without  Preemption,  believe  that 
they  are  underflood  by  the  Univerfity,  or  if  the 
Town-Council  of  Edinburgh  may  appropriate 
that  Name,  or  be  at  all  included  by  it  ? 

An  Univerfity  in  all  Places  of  the  World,  at 
the  firfl  Sound  of  the  Name,  points  out  a  learn 
ed  Society  ,•  the  Members  whereof  have  it  for 
their  peculiar  Work,    to  promote  the  Interefts 
of  Learning,  and  teach  all  the  liberal  Sciences, 
to  whom  the  Degrees  and  Honours  conferred  by 
the  Mufes  are  committed ;  and  who  are  at  leaft 
fuppofed  by  their  Office  to  be  in  fome  Meafure 
qualified  for  thofe  Purpofes:t  So  that  the  Scien 
ces  are  the  Defign  and  the  Efi'ence  of  this  Inftitu^ 
tion.    According  to  this  fundamental  Charter  of 
an  Univerfity,  every  Body  will  think  the  Prin 
cipal  and  Profeflbrs  muft  be  underflood  by  that 
Title.    And  we  believe  it  will  be  thought  no 
Reflection  upon  our  honourable  Patrons  to  af- 
fert,  that  the  Town-Council,  a  Body  calculated 
for  other  Ends,  and  of  a  Nature  intirely  diffe 
rent,  can  never  be  denominated  an  Univerfity  « 
and  that  the  learned  World  would  think,  that  to* 
call  the  Deacons  of  Crafts  an  Univerfity,  were  to 
take  Words  in  a  very  furprifing  Senle,  and  to 
blend  together  Names  and  Things  of  a  very  dif 
ferent  Complexion.    And  fo  plain  is  the  Mean 
ing 


ing  of  the  Aflembly,  in  appointing  Univerfities 
to  eledt  Commilfioners,  that  we  could  with 
Confidence  refer  it  to  every  fingle  Member  of 
that  venerable  Court,  whether,  when  he  fpeaks, 
hears,  or  reads  of  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh, 
he  do  not  underftand  our  Collegues  and  us  by 
that  Society,  without  ever  fancying  another 
Senfe  of  it :  Or,  if  by  the  Univerfity  of  Utrecht, 
Leyden  and  Groningen,  be  in  plain  Speech  ever 
meant  the  Burgomafters  and  Councils  of  thofe 
Towns,  who  iounded  them,  and  are  their  Pa 
trons. 

This  is  alfo  the  obvious  Senfe  of  the  Words 
in  all  thefe  A6ts  of  Parliament,  where  there  are 
any  Privileges  beftowed  upon  Univerfities,  or 
Grants  made  in  their  Favour,  or  in  Mortifications 
by  private  Perfons  to  them;  and  when  the  Ma 
nagement  thereof  is  placed  in  the  Hands  of  Pa 
trons,  it  muft  be  ftill  applied  to  their  Behoof; 
fo  that  the  Town -Council,  when  any  Sum  is 
mortified  to  the  College,  may  by  the  College 
underftand  themfelves,  and  inftead  of  dedicating 
it  to  Learning,  may  apply  it  to  what  other 
Purpofes  they  pleafe,  as  well  as  they  would 
have  themfelves  meant  by  the  Aftembly,  when 
the  Privilege  of  fending  up  a  Commiffioner  is 
beftowed  on  us  ;  the  Confequences  of  which  are 
of  fuch  a  Nature,  as  fufficiently  to  ihew  the  Un- 
reafonablenefs  of  it.  The  Town-Council  are  in 
deed  Patrons  of  the  College ;  but  this  very  Con 
federation  proves,  that  they  themfelves  can  ne 
ver  be  meant  by  it ;  for  Perfons  can  fcarce  be 
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called  their  own  Patrons :  And,  in  fo  far  as  we 
know,  in  no  Society  do  the  Patrons  pretend  to 
vote  and  a6l  in  Univerfity  Matters,  fince  this 
were  indeed  to  deftroy  the  Nature  of  fuch  So 
cieties.    The  King  never  comes  with  his  Privy- 
Council  to  vote  in  thete  Univerfities  whereof  he 
is  Patron ;  and  were  that  a  Right  flowing  from 
the  Character  of  Patron,  King  James  needed  no 
more  to  have  gained  his  Intention  concerning 
Magdalene  College  in  Oxford,  but  have  come 
with  his  Council  and  exercifed  it,  and  then  by  a 
vaft  Majority  he  would  have  over-ruled  thofe 
whom  the  Law  meant  by  the  College,  when  it 
eftabliihcd  its  Privileges.     When  the  Minifters 
and  Seflions  of  a  Place  are  mentioned,  when  a- 
ny  Privilege  is  beftowed,    or  any  Power  com 
mitted  to  them,  the  Patrons  of  thefe  Churches 
•migkt,  upon  equal  Grounds,  think  themfelves 
underftood  thereby  ,•  and  it  will,  we  believe,  be 
obvious,  where  the  Government  of  the  Church 
would  be,  if  fuch  Meanings  might  be  impofed 
upon  Words.    By  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh 
then,  can  never  be  fignified  the  Town-Council, 
and  therefore  'tis  evident,  that  by  the  A6ts  of 
Aflembly,  authorising  Univerfities  to  fend  up 
Members ;    the  Subfcribers  of  Mr.  Hamilton's 
Commiflion,    and  their   Collegues,    have  the 
fole  Power  to  make  the  Election. 

This  will  appear  in  a  ftronger  Light,  from  a 
tranfient  Consideration  of  the  Giounds  of  that 
Title  which  Univerfities  have  to  be  reprefented, 
and  the  Reafons  which  moved  the  Afletnbly  to 

warrant 


warrant  it  ,•  namely.  That  they  were  a  Society 
of  Gownmen,  whofe  Bufinefs  Learning  andu  the 
Sciences  were  ;  and  therefore  related  much 
nearer  to  the  Church  than  others,  and  moer 
interefted  in  its  Judicatures,  and  had  a  greater 
Refemblance  of  Charader  and  Employment  ; 
That  it  was  by  the  Labours,  and  under  the 
Direction  oftheUniverfities,  that  Perfonswere 
taught  Divinity  and  other  Parts  of  Knowledge, 
and  fo  trained  up  for  the  facred  Office,  and  were 
therefore  in  fome  Degree  Societies  of  an  Eccle- 
fiaftical  Inftitution  and  Tendency  :  That  as 
there  was  fo  ftrid;  an  Affinity  betwixt  the 
Church  and  Colleges,  fo  the  Members  of  Uni- 
verfities  were  naturally  fuppofed  to  be  qualified 
for  a  Share  in  the  Government  of  the  Church, 
and  peculiarly  fitted  to  aflift  in  any  Matters  re 
lating  to  Dodtrine  or  Queftions  about  Difcipline. 
And,  lafttyi  That  the  Interefts  of  Learning, 
and  the  infpedtion  of  Colleges  being  a  particu 
lar  Obje&ofthe  Churches  Care  and  Protecti 
on,  it  was  thought  proper  they  ihould  be  repre- 
fented  in  Aflemblies  ,•  and  as  a  Confequence  here 
of,  there  are  Ads  of  Aflembly  appointing  the 
Members  from  Colleges  to  meet  every  Aflem 
bly,  and  confider  what  may  be  done  for  the 
Improvement  of  Learning.  We  hope  it  will 
be  plain,  that  thefe  Foundations  of  an  Univerfi- 
ty's  Title  to  eled  a  Commiffioner,  cannot  in 
the  lead  be  applied  to  the  Town-Council,  but 
folely  belong  to  thofe  againft  whom  the  Pnr 
teft  is  made.  And  it  is  an  univerfally  received 
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Maxim,  that  the  known  Arguments  for  grant 
ing  a  Privilege,  ferve  very  much  to   determine 
the   Perfons  who  can  lay   Claim  to  it :    But 
when  the  plain  Meaning  of  the  Words  in  every 
Body's  Mouth  adds  its  Force  to  the  Reafons  of 
the  Thing,  then  there  is  the  fulleft  Evidence  a 
Caufe  can  wifli  for ;  as  there  is  in  the  prefent 
Cafe,  where  the  notour  Signification  of  an  Uni- 
verfity  joins  with  the  abovenamed  Grounds  of 
our  Right,  in  proving  that  the  Town-Council 
can  never  be  underftood  in  thefe  Ads  of  Af- 
fembly,    where  Univerfities  are  authorifed  to 
eled  Reprefentatives.    It  may  not  be  unwor 
thy   Obfervation,     that    becaufe  of   the  pe 
culiar  Reafons  for  this   Privilege  of  Colleges 
their  Right  fince  the  Reformation,  hath  run  al 
ways  clear  and  fmooth  ;  and  they  were  not  on 
ly  allowed,  but  are  commanded  to  fend  up  Com- 
miffioners  :  Whereas  the  Title  of  Burghs  hath 
been  much  queftioned,  never  fully  determined, 
and  they  are  at  moft  only  allowed,  not  required 
to  make  ufe  of  it.    We  are  far  from  defigning 
by  this  Remark  to  refled:  upon  the  Title  of 
thefe  worthy  Perfons  who  reprefent  Burghs  in 
the  Aflembly;  but  only  to  give  a  Hint  how  far 
it  is  proper  for  Perfons  to  proteft  againft  a  Right 
at  lead  as  flrong  as  their  own. 

We  fhall  mention  one  Thing  further  as  an  Ar 
gument,  that  there  cannot  be  the  fmalleft 
Ground  for  the  Claim  of  the  Town-CounciL 
namely, That  they  are  not  at  all  Members  of  the 
Univerfity  :  We  hope  it  may  plead  in  Excule 
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for  our  a/Ierting  this,  that  we  have  fo  plaufible 
a  Ground  for  it  from  the  Words  of  the  A&  for 
•fecuring  the  Proteilant  Religion  and  Presbyte 
rian   Church-Government,  which  is  a  mod  ef- 
fential  Part  of  the  Union,  where  it  is  ftatutedj 
That  the  Univerfities  and  Colleges  of  St.  An- 
drews,  &c.and  Edinburgh,  as  now  eflablijhed 
by  Law,  [hall  continue  within  this  Kingdom  for 
ever  :  And  that  in  all  Time  coming^  no  Profef- 
forsy  Principals,  Regents- Majlers^  or  others  bear 
ing  Office  In  any  Univerfity^   College  or  School 
within  this  Kingdom ,   be  capable^    or  be  admit 
ted  or  allowed  to  continue  in  theExercife  of  their 
faid  Functions,  but  fitch  as  Jhatt,  &C. Ei 
ther  then  it  mufl  owned,  That  the  Magiflrates 
and  Town-Council  bear  no  Manner   of  Office 
in  .the  College,  in  which  Cafe  they  are  noways 
Members  of  it :     Or  if  they  bear  any  Office, 
they  mufl  have  complied   with  the  Terms  of 
this  Ad,  particularly  in  fubfcribing  the  Confef- 
fton  of  F#ith  and  Formula^  in  order  to  their  be 
ing  qualified;  which,  we  believe,  they  will  not 
pretend  to  have  done.     And  'tis  hoped,  that  a 
fundamental  Part  of  the  Union  will  be  of  more 
Efficacy  than  alledged  Confequences  from  any 
obfcure  and  uncertain  Records.     We  beg  Leave 
to  fum  up  what  hath  been  obferved  in  one  Sen 
tence,  namely,  That  from  the  plain  and  repet- 
ed  Ads,  the  College  of  Edinburgh  hath  an  un- 
queftionable  Title  to  eledt  a  Reprefentative   in 
*  the  Ailembly  ;  that  'tis  evident  by  the  common 
and  conftant  Senie  of  the  Word,  the  Reafonsof 
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ing  to  the  Chara&er  of  Patron,  obliged  him  to 
all  this :  So  that  then  for  Perfons  or  Societies 
to  have  Patrons,  was  to  have  a  Safeguard  for 
their  Privileges,  and  a  Source  whence  new  Ad* 
vantages  flowed  to  them  ;  fo  far  was  it  from  be 
ing  made  incapable  of  any  Immunities,  or  be 
ing  expofed  to  a  Lois  of  them.  And  we  be 
lieve  there  is  no  Reafon  for  giving  a  different 
Meaning  and  Defign  of  Patrons  juft  now. 

We  lhall  never  be  fo  ungrateful,  as  to  leflen 
any  Obligations  our  College  owes  to  the  good 
Town,  or  juft  Dependance  we  may  have  upon 
them :  But  we  hope  we  may  be  allowed  on  this 
Occafion  to  take  Notice,  that  as  no  Perfon,  ex- 
,cept  the  Sovereign,  can  eredl  an  Univerfity,  fo 
the  good  Town's  eredling  of  us  is  founded  upon 
a  Right  from  the  Crown,  impowering  them  to 
'do  it,  and  granting  for  that  Effed:  all  the  Privi 
leges  enjoyed  by  Universities,  ratified  by  an 
Ad:  of  Parliament  Jac.  VI.     And  our  legal  E- 
flabliihment  is  fecured  to  us,  as  to  other  Uni- 
verfities  by  a  fundamental  Article  of  the  Union. 
We  muft  alfo  do  Juftice  to  the  Memory  of  thofe 
Lovers  of  Learning,  to  whofe  private  Mortifi 
cations  and  Endowments  our  Fabrick,  Library 
and  Revenues  chiefly  owe  their  being  what  they 
are  :  And  it  were  undutiful  to  his  Majefty,  un 
der  whofe  Protection  we  live,  not  to  be  mindfulj 
that  it  is  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  that 
"  fome  of  us  entirely  owe  the  founding  of  our  Pro- 
feffions,  with  our  whole  Salaries,  and  that  'tis 
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to  him  that  mod  of  us  are  indebted   for  the 
greateft  Part  of  them. 

The  next,  and,  as  it  feems,  the  chief  ThingJ 
upon  which  the  Proteft  is  founded,  is  an  Ad:  of 
Town-Council,  Anno  1663,  whereby  it  is  ena- 
#ed,  That  all  the  Affairs  and  Concerns  cfthe 
fald  College ^jhould  be  a8ed  and  done  in  the 
Council  of  the  f aid  City  only.  We  (hall  not  take 
up  the  Reverend  Committee's  Time  in  fearch- 
ing  out  the  Meaning  and  Extent  of  this  dark  Con- 
ftitution,  which  at  leaft  wants  one  material  Cir- 
cumftanceof  a  Law,  it  having  never  been  du 
ly  promulgated  to  us,  nor  in  (hewing  that  the 
Words  of  it  caianot  be  applied  to  the  prefent 
Purpofe  ,•  becaufe  we  hope  the  Two  following 
Confiderations  will  be  enough  fingly  and  wholly 
to  deftroy  the  Objection.  Firft.  That  the 
Right  and  due  Manner  of  eleding  Members  to 
an  Aflembly,  belong  wholly  to  the  Churche's 
Determination,  nor  could  the  Town-Council 
make  any  Adt  of  any  Force  with  refpeft  to 
them.  'Tis  from  the  Aflembly  alone  we  de 
rive  a  Right  of  ele<5ting  a  Reprefentative  :  It 
is  by  their  Authority  only,  that  we  muft  be 
jdire&ed  in  our  Choice;  and  tho*  we  fubmit  to 
our  honourable  Patrons  in  civil  Matters,  we  beg 
to  be  excufed,  if  our  Principles,  as  Presbyteri 
ans,  oblige  us  to  look  upon  that  Adi  1663,  .or 
any  other  that  can  be  made  by  a  Civil  Court,  as 
of  no  Validity  in  the  prefent  Queftion :  For  a 
Civil  Society,  fuch  as  the  Town-Council,  to 
give  Orders  in  any  Ecclefiaftical  Matters,  might 
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perhaps  appear  to  fome  a  Refemblance  of  Era- 
faamfm;  but  to  make  their  Ads  a  Rule  where 
by  the  Choice  of  Members   of  the    fupreme 
Church-Judicature  fhould  be  direded,  were  to 
affed  our  Conftitution  in  the  moft  tender  Part 
and  wound  it  in  its  Vitals.    So  evident   was 
this, that  when  it  appeared  the   Reprefentation 
from  Presbyterians  was  not  juftly  proportioned, 
the  King  and  Parliament,   AEi  23.  Parl.  1693. 
only  recommend  it  to  the  Affembly  to  appoint 
Minifters  to  be  fent  from  every   Presbytery, 
in  a  due  Proportion  to  ther  Churches  and  Paro- 
chines,^  thy  fhall  judge  convenient,    without 
making  any  Ad  themfelves  about    it.    After 
which,  we  hope  it  will  not  be  difrefpedful  to  our 
Patrons,  that  we  believe  the  Town-Council  can 
make  no  Ad:  of  any  Force  for  regulating  our,  or 
any  other  Eledion  for  the  Aflembly.    There  is 
befides  one  Thing,  which  gives  us  fome  Ground 
of  Perfwafion,  that  whatever  were  the  Force  of 
that  Ad:,  it  could  have  no  Relation  to   the    pre 
fers  Cafe,  arifmg  from    the  Chronology  of  it, 
namely,  That  it  appears  that  at  the  Time  when 
that  Ad:  was  made,  the    Hierarchy  prevailed, 
and  there  were  none,  nor  could  be  no  General 
Afiemblies   according   to    that    Conftitution  : 
Whence  one  would    be  apt  to  conjedure,  that 
the  good  Town  could  not  have  it  in  their  View 
to  regulate  the  Eledion  of  our  Reprefentative 
thereby.    We  ftiall  leave  it  to  the  Aflembly  to 
judge  how  reafonable  it  is,  that  an  Ad:  of  fo 
Epifcopal  a  Complexion,    fhould  become   the 
«  chief 


thief  Support  ofaProteft  againft 
tniltons  fitting  in  a  Presbyterian  Aflembly. 

Since  the  Town-Council  have  mentiorled  this 
A&  of  theirs,  we  beg  Leave  to  give  a  fhort  Hi- 
ftory  of  that  Ad,  and  fome  other  Things  donfc 
in  Connection  with  it,  as  we  have  often  heard 
it  from  credible  Evidences  before  ever  the  pre- 
fent  Queftiort  was  thought  of,  which,  we  hope^ 
will  be  found  entertaining  enough,  and  not  im 
pertinent  to  the  Purpofe.  Before  that  Time, 
the  Univerfity  of  .Edinburgh  had  a  Re&or  gene 
rally  chofen  from  the  Minifters ;  particularly 
Mr.  Alexander  Henderfon,  arid  Mr.  Robert 
Douglas  bore  that  Office.  They  had  then  re 
gular  Meetings,  and  every  thing  elfe  that  was 
fuitable  to  fuch  a  Society  :  They  had  alfo  the 
Cuftody  of  their  Papers^  Rights  and  Books  of 
Faculty.  Mr.  Colvil^  who  was  Very  much  fa 
voured  by  King  Charles,  was  offered  a  Bifliopfick 
upon  the  Reftoration  ,•  but  his  Confcience  ha 
ving  a  greater  Power  with  him  than  fecular 
Pomp  and  greatnefSj  he  fefufed  it,  and  was 
in  its  (lead  made  Principal  of  the  College, 
and  by  an  Order  from  the  King  was  ex 
empted  from  the  Declaration,  and  other 
Compliances  contrary  to  his  Principles.  Our 
Society  enjoyed  aHo  the  uncommon  Advan 
tage  of  having  fora  Profeflbr  of  Philofophy 
the  learned  and  worthy  Mr.  William  Cuming^ 
who,  although  he  would  never  fall  in  with  the 
Iniquities  of  the  Times,  was  alfo  connived  at, 
tijl  about  the  Date  of  the  forefoid  A#,  anno 

B    ^  16621 


1663.  He  having  unluckily  exercifed  Difciplinc 
upoaa  Son^of  the  then  Provoft's,  Sir  Andrew 
Ramfay,  he  incurred  the  Difpleafure  of  our  Pa 
trons,  who,  as  an  Effed  of  their  Refentment, 
prefled  the  Declaration  upon  Mr.  Cwmng^  and 
turned  him  out  of  his  Office,  becaufe  he  could 
not  renounce  the  Covenant.  It  may  be  eafily 
imagined  how  much  the  Lofs  of  fo  ufeful  a 
Member,  upon  fuch  an  Account,  would  affeft 
our  worthy  Principal,  nor  did  the   other   Ma- 
fters  decline  to  join  with  him  in  fupporting  their 
Collegue  fo  unjuftly  perfecuted:    Which  being 
interpreted  factious  and  difrefpe&ful  to  their 
Patrons,  the  whole  Society  incurred  their  An 
ger  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  Magiftrates  came 
down  with  their  Halberts  to  the  College,  took 
away  all  our  Charters  and  Papers,  declared  the 
Provofl  perpetual  Redor,  though  he  was  Chan 
cellor  before ;  and  by  the  Ad  alledged  irt  the 
Proteft,  or  fome  others  at  the  fame  Time,  dif- 
charged  Univerfity  Meetings,  and  appointed  as 
in  the  forefaid  A<9r.    We  are  forry   that   we 
fhould  have  this  Occafion  of  remembring  this 
principal  Spring  of  our  Misfortunes,  and  of  the 
Diforders  and  Uncertainties  which  College  Af 
fairs  with  us  have  ever  iince  remained  in :   But 
it  is  with  Pleafure  we  reflect,  how  glorious  thefe 
Differences,  and  the  Confequences  ofthem  were 
to  our  Society,  that  our  Privileges  and  Coafti- 
tution  were  in  fo  far  buried  under  the  Ruins  of 
the  Covenant,  which  is  the  peculiar  Honour  of 
our  Nation ;  and  that  that  A6t  1663,  and  others 
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of  the  like  Nature,  were  animated  by  the  Spi 
rit  of  Tyranny  and  Hatred  to  Liberty  and  Pref- 
bytery,  which  then  fo  univerfally  raged,  and 
that  it  was  the  Want  of  that  Spirit  which 
expofed  the  College  to  thefe  Difad vantages.  We 
iliall  not  pretend  to  judge  how  far  the  venerable 
Aflembly  will  be  influenced  by  an  Adt  that  had 
fuch  a  Rife  and  fuch  a  Tendency  ,•  or  if  they'll 
receive  it  as  a  proper  Rule  for  meafuring  the 
Legality  of Mr.  Hamilton  s  Election  by. 

The  laft  and  moft  plaufible  Thing  in  the  Pro- 
teft,  is  Ufe  and  Cuftom  fince  the  Revolution. 
Before  the  Revolution,  namely,  during  the  Firft 
Times  of  Presbytery,  or  betwixt  the  1638  and 
1660.  which  is  reckoned  the  pureft  Seafon  of 
Presbytery,  we  have  good  Reafon  to  believe 
that  the  Matter  was  othenvife,  and  that  the 
Town-Council  did  not  then  pretend  to  any  Share 
in  ele<5ting  our  Reprelentative.  But  we  acknow 
ledge,  That,  fince  the  Revolution,  the  Magi- 
ftrates  and  Council  have,  with  the  Principal 
and  Profeflbrs,  voted  for  our  Reprefentative  to 
the  Aflembly,  though  Principal  Rule  always,, 
and  Mr.  Car/lairs  feveral  Times,  declared,  That 
our  coming  to  the  Conncil  fliould  not;  be  inter- 
p-ieted  a  paffing  from  our  own  Privilege*.  But 
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*  In  the  Interval  betwixt  Dr.  Rttlis  Death,  and  Mr.  Carftairiz 
Admiflton,  Mr.  Meldrum  fpoke  in  Council  to  the  fame  Purpofe. 

In  the  Year  1701,  one  of  the  Profeflbrs  entred  a  Proteft  againft 
the  Council's  joining  with  the  Mafters  ia  electing  a  Reprefentative  in 
the  General  Aflembly,  to  whrch  all  the  Mafters  except  one  adhered,, 
and  feme  of  thera  never  went  after  ward  to  the  Town-Council. 


hope  the  following   Obfervations  will  fulty 
remove  this  Objection,  and  becaufe  they  arefo 
clear,  we  fhall  but  juft  mention  them.     i.  It  is 
a  received  Maxim   in  Law,   That  Prefcription 
cannot    be    pleaded     againft    Minors  ;     now, 
Societies  have  the  Privileges  of  Minors,  and  of 
all  Societies  thofe  of  Learning   are  allowed  by 
the  civilized  World  the  greateft  Advantages  in 
maintaining  their  Privileges,  and  the  moft  fa- 
cred  Regard  is  had  to  them.    And  it  were  in 
deed  extremely   unjufl  and  prejudicial   to  the 
Sciences,  if  the  Negkd  or  Indulgence  of  our 
Predeceflbrs  ihould  deprive   us   of  our   plain 
Rights,     i,  Ufe  and  Cuftom  are  in  their  own 
Nature  a   Medium  of  Law,    for  fupporting  a 
Right  that  would  otherwife  tumble  down;    but 
there  muft  be  alfo  fome  Sort  of  Title  before  Pre 
fcription  can  be  pleaded ;     But  in   the  prefent 
Cafe,  the  Council  have  no  fuch  Title  to  choofe 
our  Reprefentative  ,-  and  therefore,  how  firm  an 
Under- prop  foever  Cuftom  were,  it  is  of  no  Ef 
ficacy  in  the  prefent  Cafe,    becaufe  there  exifts 
'nothing to  be  fupported  by  it.  3.  An  Argument 
from  Prefcription  feems  to  derive  its   very  Ef- 
fence  from  the  Obfcurity  of  the  juft  Right,  and 
the  Want  of  other  Means  to  determine  it ;  and 
can  therefore  never  be  pleaded  in  a  diredJ  Op- 
pofition  to  our  evident  Righta  founded,    as  we 
have   already  ftiewn,  on  fo  many  A<3:s  of  Af- 
fembly.     4,   The   Ufe  and   Cuftom  alledged, 
feeble  as  it  is,  feems  not  at  all  to  hit  the  prefent 
Cafe  5  for  the  only  Thing  that  c^n  be  pretended 


to  flow  from  it,  is,  That  the  Protefters  have  a 
Right  to  claim  a  Vote  in  the  Election  :  Now 
they  know  that  this  was  never  refufed  ;  on  the 
contrary,  however  unreafonable  the  Pra&ice 
was,  fo  extremely  averfe  were  we  to  any  Thing 
that  might  dilpleafe  our  Patrons,  that  they  were 
urged  again  and  again  to  follow  their  own  Me 
thod,  in  doing  which  they  fhould  have  had  our 
Concurrence,-  but  they,  by  an  unprecedented 
Practice,  flill  neglecting  it,  we  thought  our 
felves  obliged  by  the  exprefs  Ads  of  Aflembly, 
enjoining  Colleges  to  fend  up  Reprefentatives, 
with  Certification,  to  take  the  Steps  we  have 
followed,  nor  did  we  ufe  our  undifputed  Right 
till  forced  to  it  by  the  lad  Neceflity,  which  will 
fully  juftify  the  Peaceablenefs  as  well  as  Legali 
ty  of  our  Commiflion.  It  was  alfo  indeed  an 
additional  Argument,  That  we  had  thereby  an 
Occafion  to  (hew  our  unfhaken  Efteem  and  R6- 
fpecft  to  ProfefTor  Hamilton,  who  hath  with  great 
Approbation  moderated  more  than  once  in  the 
General  Aflembjy,-  and  to  teftify  to  the  World 
how  much  his  excellent  Abilities  and  engaging 
Manners,  have  endeared  him  to  his  Collegues, 
and  procured  him  that  Affection  and  Regard, 
which,  upon  all  Occafions,  they  defign  to  pay 
him.  To  conclude,  if  a  bad  and  illegal  Cuftom 
have  crept  in,  it  ought  to  be  rather  reformed 
than  approved.  Ufe  and  Wont  is  at  the  bed  but 
\  an  Argument  of  a  fecular  and  Hierarchical  Na 
ture,  and  is  made  mod  Ufe  of  where  Reafon 
fails ;  And  we  hope  it  may  be  allowed  us  to 
B  4  quotq 


quote  one  Paffage  of  an  eminent  Father,  Tertul- 
liany  deVirg.  velandlfays  he,  Veritatt  nihilpr** 
fcrilit,  nonfpatia  tetnporum,  non  privilegia  re- 
gwnum^  non  patrocinia  perfonarum.    That  is,  by 
an  eafy  Paraphrafe,  there  can  be  no  Prefcription 
pleaded  againft  Truth  and  Juftice,  no  Cuftoms 
of  the  Times,  however  long  and  inveterate,  no 
alledged  Privileges  of  a  Country   or  a  City,  no 
Weight,  and  Authority,  and   Influences  of  Per- 
fons  and  Societies  :    Or,  as  the  patrocinia  per 
fonarum  may  be  literally  rendred,  no  Patronages 
of  Perfons,  or  Claims  of  Patrons,  but  all  (hould 
yield  to  Right  and  Juftice. 

We  could  eafily  reprefent  feveral  other  mo 
mentous  Inconveniencies,  which  would  arife 
from  allowing  Cuftom  to  be  a  good  Argument 
with  refped;  to  Ecclefiaftical  Matters  in  Edin 
burgh  ;  and  could  at  greater  Length  illuflrate 
the  Cafe  from  a  fuller  Account  of  the  Conduct 
of  our  Patrons  and  our  own  :  But  we  hope,  that 
what  hath  been  faid  may  be  fufficient ;  and  we 
expeft  that  the-  Aflembly,  before  they  deter 
mine  the  Queftion,  will,  if  there  remain  any 
Difficulty,  hear  us  viva  voce.  We  have  nothing 
to  sdd,  but  that  thefe  Anfwers  laid  before  the 
fee verend  Committee,  are  defigned  aHotoferve 
as  a  Vindication  of  our  Commiflion  and  Con- 
dud  with  the  venerable  Aflembly. 

The  Committee  for  CommifTions  having  con- 
fidered  the  Proteft  with  the  Anfwers,gave  in  their 
Report,  and  the  Aflembly  fuftained  the  Univer- 
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iity's  Commifllon  to  Mr.  Hamilton.  In  the 
Years  17x0  and  1711,  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Profeflbrs  did  not  go  to  the  Town-Council 
when  they  ele&ed  a  Member  to  the  Aflembly  ; 
yet  from  an  exceffive  Love  of  Peace  they  did 
not  eled  one  themfelves :  But  this  Year  i7&xt 
their  Reverend  and  Learned  Principal  being  left 
by  the  Presbytery  to  be  chofen  to  reprefent  the 
Univerfity,  and  the  Town-Council  not  having 
made  the  lead  Motion  toward  an  Election,  they 
were  apprehenfive  that  there  might  be  a  Defign 
to  leave  him  out  of  the  Aflembly  :  They  did 
therefore  refolve  to  teftify  their  Refpedt  to  one 
whom  they  are  bound  by  fo  many  Ties  to  ho 
nour,  and  to  do  what  was  in  their  Power,  to 
prevent  the  Aflembly's  wanting  the  Afliftance  of 
fo  learned  and  ufeful  a  Member,  when  Matters 
of  Doctrine  were  to  come  before  them.  They 
deputed  Two  of  their  Number  on  the  jo  of 
March,  to  acquaint  the  Principal  of  their  Refo- 
lution,  and  the  next  Morning  a  Faculty  met,  and 
when  fome  of  the  ordinary  Affairs  of  the  Col 
lege  were  difpatched,  the  Principal  having  fome 
neceflary  Bufinefs  elfewhere,  left  them,  tho  ear- 
neftly  intreated  to  (lay  by  fome  of  the  Matters ; 
and  Profeflbr  Hamilton  prefiding,  they  elected 
their  Reverend  Principal  to  reprefent  the  Uni- 
verfity,  about  Two  Hours  before  the  expiring  of 
the  Time  appointed  for  electing  Members  to 
the  general  Aflembly  ,•  and  the  Commiffion  was 
figned  by  Profeflbr  Hamilton,  Mr.  Law,  Mr, 
Scot,  Mr.  Crawford,  Mr.  Dundas,  Mr.  Stuart9 
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Mr.  Ttrummond^  and  Dr.  Crawford.  Upon  the 
3  of  April,,  the  Town-Council  conveened,  and, 
With  the  Concurrence  only  of  Two  of  the  Pro- 
feflbrs,  elected  the  Reverend  Principal:  The 
Subfcribers  of  the  Uniyerfity's  Commiffion,with 
fome  others,  did  not  go  thither,  believing  that 
it  was  a  fervile  giving  up  of  the  Privileges  of 
their  Society,  after  what  had  happened  in  the 
Year  171.9,.  and  humbly  begged  that  the  Gene 
ral  Aflembly,  which  conveened  the  lotbofMay, 
would  put  an  End  to  this  unhappy  Difference, 
which  the  Univerfity  has  had  the  Misfortune  to 
have  with  their  honourable  Patrons,  to  whom 
they  fliall  always  pay  that  Refped;  and  Honour 
due  by  a  Society  to  its  Patrons  and  Benefactors, 
by  finally  deciding  who  hath  the  Right  of  ele- 
£ting  a  Member  to  their  venerable  Body. 

The  whole  Affair  was,  at  the  Beginning  of 
the  Aflembly,  remitted  to  the  Committee  for 
revifing  Commiflions :  And  when  they  brought 
in  their  Report,  which  was  not  till  the  lafl  Day 
of  the  Aflembly's  Meeting,  A  Queftion  arofe, 
concerning  the  Right  ofEleElion  of  the  Reprefen- 
^t at iv e  from  the  Univerfity  0/ Edinburgh ;  but  the 
General  Affembly^  not  having  Time  to  decide  it, 
did  refer  to,  and  inftriift  their  Commijfwn  at 
their  fir  ft  Diet,  to  enquire  into  the  Right  of  Ele- 
8 ion  of  the  f aid  Representative,  and  to  make  a 
d'isiinB  Report  of  the  Cafe,  with  their  Judgement 
therein,  to  the  next  Affembly  at  their  firft  Diet 
for  Qrdinary  Bufmefs. 

The 
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of  the  Members  urging,  that  the  Cafe  was  fo« 
plain,  that  it  did  not  admit  of  any  Difpute,  the 
following  Overture  was  approved  of  in  a  very 
numerous  Meeting  of  the  Commiflion,  only 
Three  voted  in  the  Negative,  and  one  or  Two 
did  not  vote. 

9Jt  te  tfie  Opinion  of  ti&e  Commttion, 
ti&at  tfte  JKig^tof  Election  of  a  Kepjefen* 
tatibe  to  tije  General  afferoWieg  of  tl)ig  i 

Edinburgh^ 


gents,  Staffers?,  and  ot^etrjs  bearing  flDf  ^ 
See  in  tlje  faib  ^nttierfttt,  *ejccluabe  of 

8U  Ot^CtJt*  -^w  J  ^^  CommiJJion  or  Jains  this 
To  be  laid  before  the  enfuing  Affembly  fit  their 
•firft  Diet  for  ordinary  Bufmefs. 

Whereupon  Mr.  M'Aulny^  then  eldeft  Baillie, 
protefted  in  his  own  Name,  and  in  Name  and 
Behalf  of  the  Lord  Provoft,  Magiftrates,  &c. 
That  the  Proceeding  of  the  Commijfion  was  tire- 
pofterous  and  illegal,  their  Judgment  intrinfic  al 
ly  void  and  null;  and  that  therefore  the  Lord 
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*  This  is  the  Way  the  Officers  of  an  Univerfity  are  named  and 
ranked  in  the  Ad  of  Parliament,  appointing  them  to  fubfcribe  the 
Confejjion  of  faith.  There  are  others  not  exprefl,  namely,  the  Chan- 
cellottr,  and  I  have  been  informed,  that  the  Lord  Provoft  had  this 
Charader  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh  before  1^5.  And  the 
Reffcr,  who  was  commonly  one  of  the  Minifters  of  the  City,  and 
fometimcs  he  was  a  Laick,  chofen  the  fame  Way  as  in  other  Univer- 
fities:  But  I  believe  the  Univerfity  would  be  very  well  fatisfied,  that 
one  of  the  Ma'giftrares  bore  that  Character.  As  for  the  Dean  of  JVz- 
cutty,  he  is  one  of  the  Theological  Faculty,  and  fo  it  is  proper  he 
fltauld  be  a  Minifler. 


J 

Provofti  Magistrates^  &c.  might  haw  Redrefi 
from  the  next  General  Affembly. 

This  Year  172.3,  the  Profeflors  of  the  Uni- 
verfity  refolvedto  avoid  aqyOccafion  of  Debate 
with  their  honourable  Patrons,  and  therefore 
id  not  defign  to  make  an  Eledion,  but  to  wait 
or  the  Iflue  of  the  Affair  before  the  General 
erably  ;  and  they  ufed  fome  Endeavours  that 
e  Town-Council  fliould  do  the   fame,  not 
oubting  but  that  the  General  Affembly  would 
decide  the  Queftion  at  their  firft  Meeting  for 
ordinary  Bufinefs,  and  would  immediately  ap- 
>oint  a  Member  to  be  chofen,  by  thofe  whom 
:hey  fliould  judge  to  have  the  Right  to  do  it ;  but 
all  was  to  no  Purpofe;   for  the  Magiftrates, 
mowing  that  very  few  of  the  Profeflors  would 
join  with  them  in  making  an  Election,  if  called 
to  meet  in  the  Council-Houfe  for  that  End,cauf- 
ed  warn  all  the  Profeflors  to  be  prefent  in  the 
College- Library,  March  18,  at  3  a-Clock  Af- 
iternoon,  without  the  leaft  Intimation  oftheDe- 
ifign  of  their  Meeting;  only  fome  of  the  Matters 
vere  informed,  that  it  was  to  enquire  into  the 
tate  of  the  Library ;  and  the  Principal  acquain- 
ed  fome  of  them,  when  the  Magiftrates  were 
Imoft  at  the  College-gate/  that  hejdid  not  know 
hat  one  of  the  Ends  of  their  Meeting  was  to  e* 
eft  a  Member  for  the  Aflembly,  till  one  a-Clock. 
*  am  informed,  that  all  the  Merchants  of  the 
Council  that  were  in  Town,  were  prefent  at  the 
Meeting^  and  of  the  Trades,  not  only  the  G-ld 


fin-th  and  S-~rg— n,  but  the  M-f-ri  and 
Wr-ght,  yea  the  Bl-ckfm-th,  and  a  T~ l---r 
of  the  loweft  Rank. 

When  the  Lord  Provoft,  before  they  entred 
upon  the  Confideration  of  the  State  of  the  Li 
brary,  moved  that  they  ftiould  choofe  a  MembeU 
for  the  enfuing  Aflembly,  the  Principal  declared 
in  the  Name  and  at  the  Defife  of  the  Mafters  3 
That  by  their  being  there^  in   Obedience  to  th& 
Order  of  their  honourable  Patrons -,  they  did  not 
Aefign  to  cede  the  "Privilege   they  had  always 
claimed :     And^  confldering  that  thjsre  was  then 
an  Overture  of  the  CommiJJton  about  this  Affdh 
to  come  before  the  Affemblyi  therefore  they  decla 
red,  that  whaf.fhould  be  done  at  that   Tim 
Jhould  not  be    ufed   as  an  Argument  again 
the   Affemblys    deciding    accodlng  to    the  fai 
Overture ;    and  then    the   Principal    was   vo 
ted  to   be  Member   of  the  Aflembly.    Thofi 
who  could    not    vote     in  Conjunction    wit 
fuch  as  were  not  Members  of  the  Univerfity 
meeting,  tho  they  juftly  honoured  them  as  Pa 
trons  of  the  College,  declared  that  they  deftre 
nothing  more,  than  that  the   Aflembly  fhoul 
have  the  ufeful  Afliftance  of  their  Reverend  Prin 
cipal. 

And  now  every  Body  expe&s,  that  the  Ge 
neral  Aflembly  will  give  the  Univerfity  Peace 
by  exercifing  the  Power,  which  they  alone  have 
of  finally  determining  this  Affair,  and  not  leav 
that  learned  Body  to  contend  with  their  Superi 

on 


(     3'     ) 

ors,  about  what  is  not  in  their  Power  to   yield 

fi  nee  the  Cafe  is  fo  plain,  that  fome  old  Magi 
ftrates  approved  of  the  Overture  in  the  Com- 
million,  as  did  alfo  feveral  Burghers,-  and  there 
is  not  one  who  is  not  a  prefent  Counfellpr,  but 
owns   the  Reafonablenefs   of  the  Univerfity's 
Claim ;  and  feveral  Magiftrates   and  Counfel- 
lors,  when  they  are  not  upon  theDifpute  about 
it,  acknowledge  the  fame ;  fo  that  the  ordinary 
Cant,  That  the  deciding  this  Affair  would  raife 
a  Flame  in  the  Place,  is  weak  and  groundlefs ; 
for,  befides  the  Juftice  of  the  Uni verfity's  Caufe, 
every  Man  of  common  Senfeis  convinced,  that 
the  Dependence  of  the  Profeflbrs  upon  their  Pa 
trons  would  not  be  a  whit  leflened,  by  the  A(- 
fembly's  determining  in  their  Favour  ;  but  that 
the  Honour  of  the  Town  would  be  proportions 
bly  heightned,  by  their  being  Patrons  of  a  So 
ciety  that  hath  fuch  a  Privilege.    Nor  can  the 
Magiftrates  have  any  Plea   for  a  Delay,  from 
their   not  having  had  Time  to  deliberate^  and 
look  into  their  Rights  and  Records,  fince  they 
protefted  laft  Year  in  the  Commifllon  for  Re- 
drefs  from  this  Affembly.     And  it  is  well  known, 
that  their  Rights  and  Records  relating  to  this 
Affair  have  been  fuffici£ntly  rummaged  fince  the 
1719  :     And  I  am  peruvaded,  that  they  cannot 
ji  produce  any  Thing,  that  hath  the  leaft  Colour 
of  an  Objection  againft  the  Com  million's  Over 
ture,  which  is  not  taken  off  in  the  Univerfity's 
Anfwer  to  my  Lord  Provoft's  Proteft,  to  the 
r:(  full  Satisfa&ion  of  any  Mortal,  that  understands 
c;  (the  Meaning  of  Words. 
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